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lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choir Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Elioson

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting by osking Commissioner Elioson to
leod oll in the pledge ond o proyer.

Sweoring-ln Ceremony for Commissioners & Sheriff
Judge Dovid Hooste wos present to formolly sweor in the two returning
Commissioners, Bill Lewis of District I ond Brion Jeppsen of District 3, os well os
the incoming Sheriff, Doug Willioms.

The Oneido County Deputies Orgonizotion ottended the sweoring-in ceremony,
represented by Jerry Thomos, Woyne Jones, ond Rhondo Neol. During the
event, Mr. Thomos presented o ploque to newly retired Sheriff Arne Jones in
honor of his eight yeors of service to Oneido County.

2025 Commissioner Choirmo n

The first commissioner meeting of the yeor provides the boord of commissioners
with the opportunity to elect the choirmon for thot yeor.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to nominote BillLewis os the boord of
commissioners' choirmon for 2025. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. A//
oyes. Motion corried.

ln the event thot Commissioner Lewis is unoble to ottend o meeting during the
yeor, o vice-choirmon needed to be designoted.
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Commissioner Lewis motioned to nominote commissionerE/ioson os yice-
choirmon of the boord of commissioners for 2025. Seconded bV Commissioner
Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Consent Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeling Minules
Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the ogendo os presenfed. Seconded
by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occept the consenf ogendo, to include the
poyment of cloims ond the opprovol of meeting minutes. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Mofion corried.

Boord of Commissioners Assignmenls for 2025
The list of commissioner ossignments from the previous yeor wos corried over to
2025, with the oddition of "ombulonce oversight" being odded to Commissioner
Elioson's purview bosed on his relotionship with the ombulonce in Holbrook os
on EMT.

Commissioner Lewrs CommissionerElioson CommissionerJeppsen

SICOGBuilding I Focilities

Juvenile Detention

Londfill I IDAWY

Hospitol

Public I Behovior Heolth

Plonning & Zoning

Airport

Exfension Office

Woterwoys

Probotion I Court Lioison

PDC I SAUSA

Rood & Weed
Deportments

EISF

Soi/ Conservotion

Foir Boord

Ambulonce Oversighf

Economic Development
Veferons

Senior Citizens

Porks & Recreotion

TV Tronslotor Disfrict

Emergency Services

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occep t the commissioner ossignme nts from
2024 to be fhe some os 2025 ond fo odd "ombulonce oversight" to
Commissioner E/ioson's responsibi/ities. Seconded by CommissionerE/ioson. All
oyes. Motion conied.

Sheriffs Office Depuly Posilion ond Woges
The recently vocoted Chief Deputy position in the sheriff's office wos opened to
officers with over three yeors of experience. Condidotes took on exom, ond
their files ond field decision-moking were reviewed. Detective & School
Resource Officer Jenny Howkes wos promoted to Chief Deputy. Newly elected
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Sheriff Doug Willioms requested the boord opprove her woge increose to $31.03
per hour for the new role. Sheriff Willioms olso proposed returning the Chief
Deputy position to "non-exempt" stotus, os it hos been "exempt" for some time.
Before moking o decision, the commissioners osked legol counselor Lyle Fuller to
review relevont lows ond contingencies for Oneido County. ln oddition to her
new responsibilities, Chief Deputy Howkes will continue her successful role os the
School Resource Officer.

Sheriff Doug Willioms highlighted Detective Justin Schwortz's long tenure on the
force since the 1990s ond expressed the desire for his woge to reflect his

dedicotion ond yeors of service. Sheriff Willioms requested on increose in
Detective Schwortz's hourly woge to motch the former Detective Jenny Howkes'
rote of $26.70, up from his current woge of $24.58.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to increose hourly woges of the new Chief
Deputy fo $31.03 ond the Defective woge is $26.70. Seconded by
Commissioner Elioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Sheriffs Office Fingerprinting Compuler & Soflwqre Quotes
The sheriff's office computer dedicoted to fingerprinting is no longer functioning
ond needs to be reploced in order to resume fingerprinting services. Sergeont
Dollos Jones obtoined two quotes for the replocement.

. $7,915 - NEC's price to reploce the computer ond softwore.

. $3,348 - Dell Computer with o three-yeor worronty for $1,418.50 ond the
NEC softwore uplood for $,|,930.

Commissioner Elioson motioned to supporf the purchose of fingerprinting
soffwore throvgh NEC for $1,930 ond o Dell computer for $1,418.50 to be poid
with LATCF tribolfunds. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion
corried.

Treosurer - Clerk (Auditor) Quorterly Reporl
Clerk/Auditor Lon Colton ond Treosurer Leigh Love presented the quorterly
report to the boord of commissioners. The stote is toking over the lndigent &
Chority progrom, olthough the county will still be responsible for certoin
expenses. Clerk Colton recommended keeping the funds in the medicol
indigent fund until the stote finolizes the new progrom guidelines, ofter which
ony remoining funds con be tronsferred to the county generol fund.
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Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove the treosurer - c/erk's quorterly
report os presenfed. Seconded bV Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion
conied.

Treqsurer - Solid Wosle Chorges for Property Tox Reduclion (PTR) Recipienls
Treosurer Leigh Love initioted o discussion with the commissioners obout ossisting
county residents on fixed incomes who struggle to poy solid woste fees,
porticulorly those olreody quolified for the property tox reduction (PTR) progrom.
The commissioners requested thot more informotion be gothered ond the
discussion be revisited of o future meeting.

ldqho Power Judgement - Obligolion of Districls

At the lost commissioner meeting, commissioners elected to poy the totol
omount owed by the county ond the offected districts in order to stop the
occruol of interest. The judgement for ldoho Power wos centered oround the
voluotions of ldoho Power's operoting properties being ossessed to high by the
stote. Commissioners opted to send o letter to the offected districts olong with o
copy of the judgement exploining thot the county poid the full bill ond needs
reimbursement from the districts for their portion either by writing o check or
through the reduction in the omount of toxes the district would receive during
the remittonce process.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to let fhe offecfed disfricfs know whol hos
foken p/oce regording the ldoho Power judgement, thot the county hos
covered the bill to ovoid interest, ond now needs reimbursement from fhose
disfricts either by check or through o reducfion of foxes during the remittonce
process. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Molod Mounloin Communicolions Building
The Molod Mountoin Communicotions Building is referred to os the Old
Armodillo Building by the ldoho Militory Division. The county is now in possession
of o letter from the ldoho Militory Division tronsferring the property to Oneido
County os well os on ottoched form thot requires o signoture from Oneido
County os the receiving ogency occepting the property tronsfer of the building
to the county.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove the tronsfer of ownership from the
Sfofe of ldoho Militory Division lo receive os Oneido County the Old Armodillo
Building. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion conied.

The Molod Mountoin Leose ogreement between the county ond the Rocoon
Hom Rodio Club wos discussed. Droft detoils were reviewed by Attorney Lyle
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Fuller with the commissioners ond Rocoon Club present ond Mr. Fuller mode
note of the requested revisions thot will be updoted prior to either porty signing
of o future meeting.

Extension - Copy Mochine
The copy mochine in the extension office is outdoted ond not functioning
properly. Dex lmoging, which is in the process of ocquiring Xerox, is updoting
leoses. A representotive from Dex discussed options for terminoting the old Xerox
leose ond offered o new leose for on updoted mochine. The new leose would
cost $234.20 per month for 53 months, which is slightly less thon the current cost
for service ond mointenonce.

Commissioner Jeppsen mofioned to opprove lhe sixty-fhree-month leose
ogreement with the extension office for one Shorp BP70C45 printer from Dex
lmoging for o monfhly fee of $234.20. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All
oyes. Motion corried.

4-H Quorterly Reporling
4-H Coordinotor Locey Clork, Office Monoger Kelly Sorensen, ond Extension
Agent Sowyer Fonnesbeck reported on the success of the ofterschool progrom
held the first two Tuesdoys of eoch month. The progrom offers octivities ond
crofts to oround thirty children, oiming to spork interest in orts ond STEM (science,
technology, engineering, mothemotics) subjects. Additionol octivities were held
during winter breok for 6-10 children per group. Mr. Fonnesbeck noted thot the
increosed hours for the 4-H Coordinotor position hove greotly benefited the
office, helping to improve orgonizotion, streomline processes, ond expond the
ronge of closses thot moy be offered to the community.

SHSP Funding to Purchose Woler Filtrotion / Freeze-Dried Foods

Emergency Preporedness Monoger Don Willioms ond Commissioner Brion
Jeppsen hove been evoluoting the best use of SHSP Gront funds to olign with
SHSP guidelines. They recommended purchosing o woter filtrotion
system. Freeze-dried foods for use by volunteers in the event of on
emergency would ollow the county to produce ond store food with o 21-yeor
shelf life, though suitoble foods ore still being sought. The woter purificotion
system costs oround $400 ond con filter 25,000 gollons, enough for 

.l00 people
for 3-5 yeors. lt requires no plumbing or setup costs. Both options would
significontly enhonce the county's preporedness for emergencies.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to purchose fwo (2) LiteStrow Community
High-Copocity Woter Purifier filtrotion systems for $395 eoch os we//os fhe $80
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spore filter for on opproved totolcost of up to $1,000 using SHSP funds.
Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.
Communily / Counly Emergency Preporedness Evenl / Foir
Emergency Preporedness Monoger Don Willioms ond Commissioner Brion
Jeppsen ore discussing plons for on emergency preporedness foir, tentotively
scheduled for Februory or Morch. The event would feoture vendors, speciolists,
ond speokers. County involvement would be limited to promoting the event
ond providing the use of the Event Center, while volunteers would hondle the
plonning ond execution of the foir.

Emergency Communicqlions Updote
Emergency Preporedness Monoger Don Willioms ond Commissioner Brion
Jeppsen ore plonning onother communicotions event for Jonuory or Februory
The county is divided into sections, ond weekly rodio check-ins ore held on
Sundoy evenings of 7:00pm for hondheld rodios ond of 8:00pm for hom rodios
Thonks to Rocoon Club member Jim Mustos, o hond-drown mop showing the
section lines ond the locotions of eoch hom rodio operotor in the county wos
presented to eoch commissioner.

ldqho Public Alerls ond Worning Syslem (Oneido Counly Slotus - Suspended)
The ldoho Public Alerts ond Worning System (IPAWS) is monoged through the
sheriff's office, ond every three yeors, o new memorondum of ogreement
(MOA) must be signed. The ogreement comes of no cost to the county but
requires significont troining. Commissioner Brion Jeppsen reported thot the
sheriff 's office is olreody working on the renewol process.

Review of IOEM Conference
Commissioner Jeppsen ottended the ldoho Office of Emergency Monogement
(IOEM) onnuol conference in Boise, where key discussions focused on
preporedness, contingency plonning, ond the growing threot of cyberottocks.
Cybersecurity threots ore doubling every l8 months, with smoller entities being
increosingly torgeted. Attendees were urged to frequently updote posswords
ond stoy current with troining. The movie Leove the World Behind (2023) wos
recommended to illustrote how cyberottocks con disrupt onyone of ony time.
The conference olso emphosized the importonce of communicotion during
crises, noting thot lock of cleor communicotion often leods to greoter losses.
Business Continuity Plons (BCPs) were highlighted os essentiol, ond counties were
encouroged to designote o spokesperson for emergencies. Additionolly,
ogreements with neighboring counties for mutuol emergency ossistonce were
odvised, os Federol Emergency Monogement Agency (FEMA) moy toke weeks
to respond. Locol-level response is criticol in the eorly stoges of o disoster.
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ICRMP Building Voluolions ond lnsuronce
The ldoho Counties Risk Monogement Progrom (ICRMP) provides risk
monogement services ond insurqnce for county ossets ond property. To ensure
occurocy ond odequote insuronce coveroge, eoch deportment conducts o
regulor review of ossets. The ICRMP policy includes ossessments of ony buildings
volued more thon $l million every 5-6 yeors, with Oneido County due for review
in the next few yeors. For other buildings, commissioners will meet with County
Building lnspector Tory Richordson to review the current building schedule ond
ossess volues.

VSO (Bob Stokes) Resignolion & Replocement
Oneido County Veterons Service Officer (VSO) Bob Stokes recently resigned due
to heolth issues. All VSO equipment hos been returned ond is being stored in the
clerk's office until o replocement hos been found.

Meeting wos recessed for lunch ond reconvened of l:00pm.

R&B - Flooring Quole
Rood & Bridge Office Coordinotor Liso Boker hos requested quotes for flooring
updotes to the rood ond bridge building. The $l 

,|,43,l quote from Woll 2 Woll
Flooring includes commerciol grode flooring everywhere except the office,
which will hove corpet. This plonned expense wos port of the rood ond bridge
building repoir budget for this fiscol yeor.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept the Woll2 Woll Flooring quote for
$l I,431 to be poid out of the rood ond bridge building repoir f und. Seconded
by Commissioner Jeppsen. A// oyes. Mofion corried.

R&B - Truck Purchose
Due to issues with one of the trucks in the fleet, the rood ond bridge deportment
plonned for the purchose of o replocement during the 2025 budget discussions.
A used 2010 lnternotionol 7600 snowplow wos recently purchosed for $29,500
ond it come with the wing, snowplow, sonder, ond other extros olreody
mounted.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to rotify the rood ond bridge's decision to
purchose the 2010 lnternotionolT600 truck for $29,500 thot wos in the budget.
for. seconded by commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.
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R&B - THTAC Rumble Strip Report #l & #2 (Keller)
A sofety gront wos opplied for in 2023 through the Locol Highwoy Sofety
lmprovement Progrom (LHSIP) to instoll centerline rumble strips olong the entirety
of Old Highwoy l9l ond on Old Highwoy 37 extending from the Highwoy 38
turnoff north to the county line. Mony roods in Oneido County ore surfoced with
only loyers of chip seol, locking o foundotion of hot mix. Additionolly, there hove
been concerns obout the norrowness of these roods ond the need for cleor
centerline morkings. While pointing provides o temporory solution, it is not
eligible for gront funding. Rumble strips, however, offer o more duroble ond
long-losting solution, which is why they ore included in the gront coveroge.

The estimoted cost of the project is $770,000, with Oneido County responsible for
7.34% of the totol cost. The county is required to cover oll engineering expenses
upfront, but ony omount poid beyond the 7.34% will be reimbursed once
construction begins. Keller Associotes hos been selected os the engineering firm
for the project, with their fees not exceeding $l 

.l8,700. 
The Locol Highwoy

Technicol Assistonce Council (LHTAC) will provide regulor stotements to the rood
ond bridge deportment, including progress reports ond invoices. The first two
progress reports with stotements hove been received ond need to be poid.
Report #l is $30,147.28 ond the totol for Reporl #2is $,l8,450.34.

Commissioner Elioson motioned to opprove fhe professionologreement # 96830
ond progress report # I f or LHTAC progrom number T245350 ond to poy Keller
Associofes the omount of $30, 147.28 from the rood ond bridge budget.
Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to opprove fhe professionol ogreemenf # 96830
ond progress reporf #2 for LHTAC progrom numberT245350 ond to poy Keller
Associofes lhe omounf of $18,450.34 from the rood ond bridge budgef.
Seconded bV Commissioner Jeppsen. Alloyes. Motion corried.

R&B - Excess Property
The county hos cloud seeder equipment thot hos not been used for quite some
time ond Fronklin County hos expressed interest in them. Commissioners will
gother more informotion ond revisit this discussion in the future.

Weed - BtM Reimbursement
The BLM is requesting reimbursement in the omount of $15,881.83 with 4% interest
odded for helicopter sproying on stote ond privote grounds. This is not whot
Weed Supervisor cody clyde wos initiolly told, ond he hos supporting
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documentotion showing there would be no chorge for sproying the weeds
coming from BLM lond onto privote lond o wos port of on ogreement between
the BLM ond Oneido County thot wos creoted by o former weed supervisor.
County ottorney Lyle Fuller will review oll informotion with Mr. Clyde. Mr. Fuller will
send o letter to the BLM ond hopes to hove o response prior to the next
commissioner meeting on Jonuory 24,2025.

Thonk You Cords for Oulgoing Boord Members
Thonk you cords for outgoing boord members were signed by commissioners in
oppreciotion for eoch person's service.

Executive Session

Commissioner Lewis motioned to move into executive session per ldoho Code
74-206 (l) (b) fo consider the evoluotion, dismissol or disciplining of , to heor comploints or

chorges brought ogoinst, o pubtic officer, employee, stoff member or individuol ogenf, ohd
74-206 (l ) (f) To communicote with legolcounselfor the public ogency fo discuss the legol
romificotions of ond legol options for pending litigotion, or controversies not yet being litigoted
but imminently likely to be litigoted. The rnere presence of legol counsel of on execulive session

does not sotisfy this requirement. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. A roll-coll vote
wos token: Aye from Commissioner Lewis, Aye from Commissioner Jeppsen, ond
Aye from Commissioner Elioson.

*** Meeting odjourned by 2:30 Pm***

Plonning & Zoning
. RonDell Skidmore
. Porker Venoble

Airport
. Scott Gunter
. Mike Hess Sr.

. Roxonne Albretsen

Hospifo/
o Cosey Jones
. Wendy Boyer
. Nikki Schwortz

th^r/r/
Cho rrmon ONCI Dorius, Deputy ClerkBiII Lewt5,
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